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WITH BICYCLE WHEELS UPCYCLED AS LIGHT FIXTURES, OLD TV SETS REPURPOSED AS BAR CABINETS

AND ART INSTALLATIONS, MINNIE BHATT CREATES A PORTRAIT OF CONTEMPORARY INDIA AT +91
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1. Geodesic design lends
textural beauty to the
cement-sheet ceiling, while
the curved wall holds art
installations in niches.
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PASSAGE TO INDIA

WITH BICYCLE WHEELS UPCYCLED AS LIGHT FIXTURES, OLD
TV SETS USED AS BAR CABINETS AND ART INSTALLATIONS,
MINNIE BHATT PAINTS A PORTRAIT OF INDIA TODAY AT +91

BY MARIA LOUIS

n the corner of a busy street in suburban
Mumbai, a curved wall of windows beckons
the passerby — calling out to both the art or
design lover and the curious onlooker to
partake of the feast within. Adding to the
allure are vibrantly-coloured pigeon replicas, serving to engage
interest and lend a quirky touch. Conceived and executed by
Minnie Bhatt Design, the interiors of +91 are as inviting as the
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welcomingly-lit facade with its gallery-like niches holding art
installations that speak about the colour and variety of India.
The client brief suggested a casual dining space with a
contemporary appeal for an 80-cover Indian restaurant which
would showcase food from various states. When principal
designer Minnie Bhatt first saw the site, the curved fagade with
uniform window niches immediately reminded her of an art
gallery she had visited in Pondicherry — and that's how she
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CASE STUDY +91

5. Seating islands
comprising cane-backed
thairs and Indion marble-
| topped tables are spread
across the beige IPS floor.
The bar disploy uses
repurposed TV sets.

6. Carefully curated art
installations speak about
contemporary India in o

discerning manner.

character to the otherwise minimalistic space, we created a

geodesic ceiling in cement sheet to add to the art gallery vibe of

"

the space,” points out Bhatt. “We also commissioned the [same]
artist to create an artwork for the wall, drawing inspiration
from vintage matchbox labels that speak so much about the
time when they were created.”

While all the installations in the primary design element of
the curved wall are conversation starters, the piece de resis-
tance is certainly the wall holding the collage of vintage Indian
matchbox labels. Art and craft blend beautifully, with colourful
thread art serving as backdrops to the art pieces while simul-
taneously forming visual screens that offer some privacy from
onlookers on the street outside. Of course, the art on the plate is
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CONCEPT AND EXECUTION

“Art plays a vital role in the design of the project, os it was
conceptualised as an art gallery. The art installations were all
carefully chosen and speak about contemporary India in a subtle
and discerning way. Right from the fagade of the restaurant which
has the +91 numerical engraved into the plaster in different
Indian seripts, to the colourful thread art and the fabric hanging
lights — everything was designed to lend a distinctly artistic
fiavour to the space, and yet not overwhelmingly so,” narrates
Minnie Bhatt, principal designer of Minnie Bhatt Design.

“Building on the client brief [of a casual dining space with a
contemporary appeal for an Indian restaurant], we plonned the
space to accommodate the live tandoor area ot one end and the
bar counter on the other, closer to the kitchen. The space also hod a
mezzanine and basement level, and we created larger single tables
on each of these levels to accommodate big groups. As the bar area
has a relatively greater ceiling height as compared to the rest of the
space, we had hanging lights customised to accentuate this orea. The
tandoor area was positioned in o way thot allowed the exhaust duct
to find an exit without passing through the guest areas.

“We wanted the restaurant to have bright and vibrant colours,
but in a restrained manner. We used colours for the thread art
in the windows, the upholstery of the chairs, and the back wall
of the mezzanine and basement. Shades of pink, lime green,
teal and orange dot the space on various surfaces. As previously
mentioned, we chose to customise lights with fabrics and bicycle
wheels for the area with greater ceiling height, to accentuate
the same. These lend a casual, artsy charm to the space. The
art installations we chose were to bring fun and quirky Indian
elements into the visual of the space without leaning fowards

| anything overtly kitsch.”
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the most satisfying experience of all - combining classic Indian
flavours with contemporary tastes and ingredients, but served
in retro-inspired containers that are functional yet quirky.

While the table tops are in white Indian marble with carved
wooden bases and the chairs are designed with cane backs in
a contemporary style; the couches have been given tall backs
and upholstered with a chevron pattern complemented by
contrasting piping and buttons. The service stations with
bright-coloured insides were designed to look like fun crocker!
cabinets, and the furniture has been customised to complemen
the look of the space. As for the live kitchen area that houses
the tandoor, it has a backdrop of handmade burnt yellow tiles,
and the front is created with vintage wooden louvered windo
shutters. The small mezzanine and basement seating area is
minimalistic in design due to the height constraints.

The designers had their fair share of challenges too. “The
ceiling of the space had a lot of water leakage issues, and w
had to have the entire ceiling waterproofed and restored,”
recalls Bhatt. “This was very challenging, as it involved a l¢
of structural repair work. Another challenge was to accom-
modate all the clients’ requirements within the space - sucl
as the live kitchen area, the two washrooms, the bar area ai
the service counters.”

Taking all these challenges in their stride, the design team
got the ceiling repair and waterproofing work carried out ovt
three weeks to resolve the water leakage issues. “With regarc
to accommodating all of the clients’ requirements, we had a
number of space planning layouts drawn out — and, finally,
arrived at a layout that worked both functionally as well as
aesthetically,” discloses Bhatt.
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7. A beautiful blend of

ort and craft: colourful
threadwork serves as o
backdrop to the art pieces
and screens the interiors
partially from view.

8. The apron of the live
kitchen (to the right) has
tast cement lattice blocks.

9. Visual and tactile
textures (os seen in

the distressed walls

and chevron-patterned
upholstery), conthined with
a vibrant colour palette,
create o truly sensory
experience.

MATERIALS & SUPPLIERS

Flooring: Beige IPS

Stone: Indian Marble os table tops and service counter tops
Tiles: The washrooms have a colourful band of files; the backdrop
of the tandoor area features pale mustard yellow handmade files
Ceiling: Cement sheets and acoustic insulation foam

False ceiling/roofing: Cement sheets

Lighting/light fixtures: Deep recessed LED light fixtures and
custom-designed decorative lights

Wall textures: Distressed POP texture

Paint: Matt PU and lustre paint

Tables: Indian morble tops and teakwood bases

Chairs: Teakwood and natural cane with upholstered seat
Sofas/soft seating: Upholstered sofas

Service counter: Teak polish and vibrant colours in paint
Sanitary fittings: Jaguor

Hardware: Hiifele

Air-conditioning/HVAC system: Central air-conditioning
system hy Carrier

While the designers had earlier imagined the space with
more kitschy and quirky elements, it is to their credit that the
design evolved into an artistically endearing space with no
stereotypical kitschy elements that are generally associated
with an Indian restaurant. The clients, who had specified that
they were looking for contemporary appeal and a progressive
concept that was atypical in its design language, certainly got
what they wanted.

For Minnie Bhatt Design, this has been a creatively
satisfying project as — despite the stumbling blocks - they
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PROJECT DETAILS

The project: +91

The location: Om Satyadeep Apartments, Ground Floor,
Gulmohar Cross Road 7, JVPD Scheme, Juhu, Mumbai

The clients: Bipin Grewal and Vipul D Shah

The designers: Minnie Bhatt Design

The design team: Minnie Bhatt, Mishah Kapadia Joiswal
assisted by Miloni Shah

Area: 1,500sg-ft

Duration of project: 90 days

Date of completion: end July 2017

succeeded in achieving the desired look that appealed to the
clients as well. “I feel, as the design concept is subtle and
evolved, it grows on the guests. It isn’t an ostentatiously
Indian restaurant, and guests do like the fresh approach,”
says a justifiably satisfied Bhatt.



